powerful jolt given to revolutionary historiography by historians who examine culture as a set of assumptions that frame understanding, as well as a set of activities and texts, including the theater, revolutionary songs, and more. Exploring global history, the newest field of inquiry in the study of the French Revolution, Paul Cheney describes the worldwide interactions that developed in the eighteenth century, for better and worse. Although historians often cast the Revolution as reinforcing traditional sexual norms, Suzanne Desan in her analysis of gender historiography powerfully argues that the Revolution also enabled a broader elaboration of gender roles. Likewise, in the essay on political history, Paul Hanson confounds the usual tendency to make Paris the geographical focus of political history and insists instead on the potent role played by the provinces. From these different perspectives emerge an up-to-date road map, at least for the present.
